AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 



1. (Currently Amended) A pigmented coating composition bas e coat mat e ri al 
comprising 

one or more pigments, and 

a binder comprising at least one binder that is on e or mor ea water soluble, fatty 
acid modified epoxy esters resin and/or one or morea fatty acid modified alkyd resins. 

2. (Currently Amended) The basocoat mat e rial pigmented coating composition 
of claim 1 , wherein the binder consists of one or more binders selected from the group 
consisting of water soluble, fatty acid modified epoxy ester resins, fatty acid modified 
alkyd resins, or mixtures thereo f compr i s i ng as b i nd e rs only on e or more water solub l e, 
fatty acid mod i f i ed opoxy este rs a nd /or on e or mor e fatty acid modif i ed a l kyd r e s i ns . 

3. (Currently Amended) The basocoat mat e rial pigmented coating composition 
of claim 1, comprising from 1 to 10%, based on solids, of at least pigment shade 
stabilizing additive that consists of one or more water soluble, fatty acid modified epoxy 
esters resins, and/or one or more fatty acid modified alkyd resins , or mixtures thereof . 

4. . (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a pigmented coating 
composition, comprising bas e coat materials, wh i ch compr i s e s adding to a coating 
composition at least one pigment shade stabilizing additive selected from the group 
consisting of one or more water soluble, fatty acid modified epoxy esters^ and/or one or 
more fatty acid modified alkyd resins , and mixtures thereof . 

5. (Currently Amended) A proc e ss for prepar i ng basocoat mat e rials, wh ere i n on l y 
on e or more wat e r so l ub le , fatty acid mod i fied opoxy ostors and/or on e or mor e fatty 
ac i d modified alkyd resins are present thoroin as binde r The process of claim 4 wherein 
the at least one pigment shade stabilizing additive is mixed with one or more pigments 
before mixing with the coating composition . 



Page 3 of 5 



6. (Canceled) 



7. (Currently Amended) A process for making a coated surface, comprising 
applying the composition of claim 1 to surface Th e use of tho basocoat mat e r i a l of claim 
1 or 2 for mu l ticoat syst e ms . 

8. (Currently Amended) The process use of claim 7, wherein the composition 
of claim 1 mu l ticoat syst e m is comprises at least one component of a basecoat-clearcoat 
system. 

9. (Currently Amended) The process use-of claim 7, wherein the 
mu l ticoat basecoat-clearcoat system is an automotive paint system. 

10. (Currently Amended) The use process of claim 7, wherein the automotive 
paint system is a refinish paint system. 

1 1 . (New) A pigmented coating composition comprising 
one or more pigments, and 

a binder, 

a pigment shade stabilizing additive consisting of at least one of a water soluble, 
fatty acid modified epoxy ester resin, a fatty acid modified alkyd resin, or a mixture 
thereof. 

12. (New) A method of stabilizing a pigment in coating composition, comprising 
mixing at least one pigment with a pigment shade stabilizing additive consisting of at 
least one of a water soluble, fatty acid modified epoxy ester resin, a fatty acid modified 
alkyd resin, or a mixture thereof. 
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